
SSPRPA Day Camp Workshop 

Friday, May 31, 2019 

“Camp: Pause Your Game and Live IRL” 

Director’s Track 

10:40am-11:25am 

Leading and Mentoring Your Staff 

PRESENTOR: Donna McCauley 

Donna McCauley is a Professor at Moraine Valley Community College. She Coordinates the Recreation 

Management and Recreation Therapy Associate of Applied Science Degrees. She has been teaching at 

the college for over 25 years! In addition, she serves on the Board of Commissioners for the Oak Lawn 

Park District for the past 20 years. She serves on the Hope Children’s Hospital Hearts for Hope Executive 

Board. She has worked at the following park districts in several roles, Oak Lawn Park District, Orland Park 

Recreation and Parks Department, Alsip Park District and South West Special Recreation Association. She 

has presented at several local and state conferences. She started her love for a career in Recreation as a 

counselor for the Chicago Park District. 

There are several specific strategies that a director can use to respond effectively to their staff.  A 

director needs to listen, show empathy, help out, and empower staff and much more!  Join this session 

as we look at several strategies that will be more successful in your encounters with your staff 

throughout the summer.  These strategies will guide you to be a more effective leader! 

 

11:35am-12:20pm 

Emergency Planning for Outdoor Recreation Facilities and Events  

PRESENTOR: Jenny-PDRMA 

Jenny Porrevecchio has worked as a Risk Management Consultant at the Park District Risk Management 
Agency (PDRMA) since 2015. Prior to that, she spent 9 years at the Lisle Park District as the Aquatic & 
Fitness Manager. She obtained her degree in Recreation & Park Administration from Illinois State 
University and holds certifications as a Certified Pool Operator, Certified Ergonomic Assessment 
Specialist, Associate in Risk Management, and Certified Playground Safety Inspector.  

Today's headlines demonstrate the reality of violence against employees and the public in communities 
across the nation. Parks and Recreation agencies face an increased risk because they host large events, 
have open spaces with public access, and serve vulnerable populations. This session will cover, threat 
identification, sample policy and procedures proactive planning implementing a facility lockdown, active 
shooter/assailant, challenges of areas of mass assembly, coordination with local law enforcement, and 
resources. 



Communication and the Workplace 

PRESENTOR: Rocco Merlo 

1:20pm-2:05pm 

Officer Rocco Merlo (Alsip Police Department) 14 years in Law Enforcement.  Currently assigned to 

Investigations and is the Crime Prevention Officer.  Officer Merlo specializes in the following areas: 

Evidence Technician, Elderly Service Officer, Crime Free Multi Housing Instructor, CPTED Certified, Child 

Passenger Seat Inspector, ALICE Instructor, and Certified LE Security Assessment Specialist. 

Presentation will focus on communication strategies for supervisors with staff and public.   Discover the 

indicators that may determine a possible violent situation and what you can do to prevent this type of 

incident.  Look through the lens of a police officer and make safer decisions that can impact others 

under your responsibility. 

 

Difficult Conversations at Camp  

PRESENTOR: Jacqueline Canty 

2:15pm-3:00pm 

Jacqueline Canty is the Special Recreation & Veteran Services Supervisor for the Oak Lawn Park District. 

This September, she will be with the agency for 19 years.  While her job includes running camps for kids, 

teens & adults with disabilities, overseeing staff, planning programming, and working with veterans with 

service connected disabilities, her favorite part of her job is behavior management.  Jacqueline has 

presented at national & state level conferences, bringing a no-nonsense approach to handling behaviors 

of kids & teens of all abilities.  In her free time, she loves spoiling her nieces & nephews and kissing her 

dog’s face off! 

"I don't know why they can't do it. We went over that in training.” "She's just lazy and doesn't care." "He 

keeps making the same mistake." "Johnny’s parents are in the middle of a nasty divorce & are battling it 

out for custody."  These are all conversations the presenter has experienced PLUS many more 

conversations with her staff, coworkers, and camper’s parents.  One of the most crucial jobs you have as a 

camp counselor is to be the person that has to have the difficult conversation. In this session, the presenter will 

present numerous examples of actual conversations she has facilitated throughout the camp season.  Come with 

questions! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



General Sessions I 

10:40am-11:25m 

Spin on Sports & Cooperative Games 

PRESENTOR: Oak Lawn Staff 

Mike Rocchino has been working for the Oak Lawn Park District FLASH Before & After School Program 

for the last 5 years as a Site Coordinator.  He is going on his 4th year at Sports Camp and took on the role 

of Head Counselor last year, and will be the Activity Coordinator this summer. He currently attends 

Moraine Valley Community College and is in the Sports and Recreation Management Program.   

Reily McTeague will start her 5th year working Sports Camp at the Oak Lawn Park District where she has 

been a Counselor and Head Counselor. She also has had many other roles with the park district which 

include, supervising the basketball and soccer programs, teaching toddler sports classes and FLASH 

before & after school program. She attends Moraine Valley Community College and is a part of the 

Sports and Recreation Management Program.  

Kids getting bored of the same few games and sports?  Having trouble finding ways to implement new 

ideas?  Then this session is for you! This will be a hands-on session with maximum participation from the 

audience.  In this session we will be playing a few games that require minimal equipment that most 

camps can easily get their hands on or already currently have.  We will also be going over ways to alter 

traditional games to make them more fun and appealing to the kids, so they don’t get bored with the 

same old!  

 

Games for All  

PRESENTOR: Palos Sports 

Learn a variety of new and exciting games to teach the campers! 

 

Nature Based Games 

PRESENTOR: Pilcher Park  

Pilcher Park Nature Center Staff the Naturalists at Pilcher Park Nature Center lead nature-based field 

trips and camps for kids ranging in ages from pre-k to 8th grade. They strive to provide hands-on, 

interactive camps for the kids that come to the Nature Center. 

This session will focus on nature-based games that can be played in a gym or in a grassy area outside 

with little to no equipment needed. This will be an interactive workshop so you will get hands-on 

experience playing the games with the naturalist. This will help you teach your campers how to play. 

 

 



Risk Management for Day Camps Visiting Aquatic Facilities  

PRESENTOR: Jenny-PDRMA 

Jenny Porrevecchio has worked as a Risk Management Consultant at the Park District Risk Management 
Agency (PDRMA) since 2015. Prior to that, she spent 9 years at the Lisle Park District as the Aquatic & 
Fitness Manager. She obtained her degree in Recreation & Park Administration from Illinois State 
University and holds certifications as a Certified Pool Operator, Certified Ergonomic Assessment 
Specialist, Associate in Risk Management, and Certified Playground Safety Inspector.  

 
One of the biggest risk exposures for camps is visiting an aquatic facility. Whether it's your own agency's 
pool or another's, implementing proactive risk management policies and procedures is critical to ensure 
a safe and fun experience for campers and staff alike. This session will cover core day camp principles 
and proper implementation when visiting an aquatic facility. Topics include: Choosing an aquatic facility, 
field trip preparation, communication with host facility, and supervision strategies. 

 

Behavior Management  

PRESENTOR: Jaqueline Canty 

Jacqueline Canty is the Special Recreation & Veteran Services Supervisor for the Oak Lawn Park District. 

This September, she will be with the agency for 19 years.  While her job includes running camps for kids, 

teens & adults with disabilities, overseeing staff, planning programming, and working with veterans with 

service connected disabilities, her favorite part of her job is behavior management.  Jacqueline has 

presented at national & state level conferences, bringing a no-nonsense approach to handling behaviors 

of kids & teens of all abilities.  In her free time, she loves spoiling her nieces & nephews and kissing her 

dog’s face off! 

It’s 102 degrees outside, the campers won’t listen, the staff is yelling just to hear their own voices, and 

nobody knows what to do to get the campers to finally listen once and for all!  Come to this session to 

learn techniques & tips on how to manage behavior to coincide with your own camp’s mission, goals & 

code of conduct.   

Leadership-The True Role of a Camp Counselor  

PRESENTOR: George Shimko 

George Shimko is currently the varsity girls basketball coach at St. Laurence High School and owner of 

GSBS Stars Basketball. George was the Athletic Director and varsity girls basketball coach at Queen of 

Peace High School until last year. George was named the Daily Southtown 2016-17 Girls Basketball 

Coach of the Year. He was the General Manager of Basketball Operations for the Chicago Bulls 

Basketball Schools and Training Academy, which reached over 25,000 children. George played basketball 

at St. Xavier College, he earned the Gold Medal in the World Games as a player on the Salfas Lithuanian 

team, and competed overseas against the Soviet National teams. George was awarded second place at 

the Illinois Association of Park Districts 2007 Best of the Best Gala for Sportsmanship. These are only a 

few of many accomplishments and awards that George has received. 



This session will teach participants how to be a leader who can effectively motivate people of all ages. 
The session will focus on ten important themes that well help create a balanced and enriching 
environment that will foster leadership. We will also discuss six important factors in determining a 
counselor’s effectiveness as a leader, coach and positive mentor. Learn leadership techniques that will 
help build self-esteem in every person under your direction. 
 

Keepin’ It Crafty 

PRESENTOR: Nicole Yost 

Nicole Yost has been a Recreation Supervisor for the Oak Lawn Park District FLASH Before & After School 

Program for 10 years, which currently has about 500 participants.  Nicole is the 2018 South Suburban 

Park and Recreation Professional Associations Young Professional of the Year. Nicole also has Day Camp 

experience working at the Alsip Park District for 6 years prior to Oak Lawn. Along with youth 

programming, Nicole has various experiences in youth athletics and special events and has a Bachelor's 

Degree in Recreation Management from Chicago State University. 

You can’t spell recreate without “create!”  This session is designed to provide employees a general 

knowledge of how to create a variety of fun crafts and activities that can be incorporated into any day 

camp program.  We will cover everything from nature, found object and recyclable crafts to science 

experiments and messy art projects.  Counselors will learn how to be resourceful when planning craft 

activities and will gain some hands on experience to help make the most of every camper’s experience. 

 

Budburst – Bringing Citizen Science to Camp 

PRESENTOR: Chicago Botanical Gardens  

Jessamine (Jessa) Finch has worked for Budburst since 2017, and became manager of the project in June 

2018. In 2019, Jessa completed a PhD in Plant Biology and Conservation at Northwestern University and 

Chicago Botanic Garden. Her dissertation research focused on milkweeds, seed biology, and climate 

change. Jessa has worked in botanic gardens for nearly a decade and is passionate about plant 

conservation, environmental education, and diversity in STEM. In her free time, Jessa enjoys listening to 

podcasts about design and exploring Chicago by bike.  

Your campers can contribute valuable data to a national research project simply by taking a walk and 

reporting what they see. The timing of plant life cycle events, like leafing out, flowering, and fruiting, is 

critical to the health of plant communities and ecosystems. These events are also highly sensitive to 

human impacts on the environment, like climate change. Become a citizen scientist and learn how to 

submit simple plant observations to Budburst (budburst.org). You can observe any plant, anywhere, like 

the maple tree in your front yard, or a wildflower you find on a hike. The compilation of plant 

observations from across the country will help researchers all over the world understand how plants and 

ecosystems are responding to environmental change. 

 

 



New Staff Potluck – Q and A Roundtable 

PRESENTOR: Kara Talbert 

Kara Talbert is coming up on her 5th summer working at the Oak Lawn Park District’s Summer Day 

Camp and her 3rd summer as Site Coordinator. She is studying Nursing at Western Michigan University, 

will be graduating in December 2019, and would love to be a PICU Nurse after graduation. Kara loves 

kids and is excited to talk all things camp with new staff! 

This session is for all new summer staff members, so they can get the most beneficial training possible. 

New staff will be able to ask and discuss any questions they may have about summer camps. Kara will be 

able to help and answer all possible questions. Have your staff ready with any questions and concerns.  

 

General Sessions II 

11:35am-12:20PM 

Spin on Sports & Cooperative Games 

PRESENTOR: Oak Lawn Staff 

Mike Rocchino has been working for the Oak Lawn Park District FLASH Before & After School Program 

for the last 5 years as a Site Coordinator.  He is going on his 4th year at Sports Camp and took on the role 

of Head Counselor last year, and will be the Activity Coordinator this summer. He currently attends 

Moraine Valley Community College and is in the Sports and Recreation Management Program.   

Reily McTeague will start her 5th year working Sports Camp at the Oak Lawn Park District where she has 

been a Counselor and Head Counselor. She also has had many other roles with the park district which 

include, supervising the basketball and soccer programs, teaching toddler sports classes and FLASH 

before & after school program. She attends Moraine Valley Community College and is a part of the 

Sports and Recreation Management Program.  

Kids getting bored of the same few games and sports?  Having trouble finding ways to implement new 

ideas?  Then this session is for you! This will be a hands-on session with maximum participation from the 

audience.  In this session we will be playing a few games that require minimal equipment that most 

camps can easily get their hands on or already currently have.  We will also be going over ways to alter 

traditional games to make them more fun and appealing to the kids, so they don’t get bored with the 

same old!  

 

Games for All  

PRESENTOR: Palos Sports 

Learn a variety of new and exciting games to teach the campers! 

 



Nature Based Games 

PRESENTOR: Pilcher Park  

Pilcher Park Nature Center Staff the Naturalists at Pilcher Park Nature Center lead nature-based field 

trips and camps for kids ranging in ages from pre-k to 8th grade. They strive to provide hands-on, 

interactive camps for the kids that come to the Nature Center. 

This session will focus on nature-based games that can be played in a gym or in a grassy area outside 

with little to no equipment needed. This will be an interactive workshop so you will get hands-on 

experience playing the games with the naturalist. This will help you teach your campers how to play. 

Behavior Management  

PRESENTOR: Jaqueline Canty 

Jacqueline Canty is the Special Recreation & Veteran Services Supervisor for the Oak Lawn Park District. 

This September, she will be with the agency for 19 years.  While her job includes running camps for kids, 

teens & adults with disabilities, overseeing staff, planning programming, and working with veterans with 

service connected disabilities, her favorite part of her job is behavior management.  Jacqueline has 

presented at national & state level conferences, bringing a no-nonsense approach to handling behaviors 

of kids & teens of all abilities.  In her free time, she loves spoiling her nieces & nephews and kissing her 

dog’s face off! 

It’s 102 degrees outside, the campers won’t listen, the staff is yelling just to hear their own voices, and 

nobody knows what to do to get the campers to finally listen once and for all!  Come to this session to 

learn techniques & tips on how to manage behavior to coincide with your own camp’s mission, goals & 

code of conduct.   

Leadership-The True Role of a Camp Counselor  

PRESENTOR: George Shimko 

George Shimko is currently the varsity girls basketball coach at St. Laurence High School and owner of 

GSBS Stars Basketball. George was the Athletic Director and varsity girls basketball coach at Queen of 

Peace High School until last year. George was named the Daily Southtown 2016-17 Girls Basketball 

Coach of the Year. He was the General Manager of Basketball Operations for the Chicago Bulls 

Basketball Schools and Training Academy, which reached over 25,000 children. George played basketball 

at St. Xavier College, he earned the Gold Medal in the World Games as a player on the Salfas Lithuanian 

team, and competed overseas against the Soviet National teams. George was awarded second place at 

the Illinois Association of Park Districts 2007 Best of the Best Gala for Sportsmanship. These are only a 

few of many accomplishments and awards that George has received. 

This session will teach participants how to be a leader who can effectively motivate people of all ages. 
The session will focus on ten important themes that well help create a balanced and enriching 
environment that will foster leadership. We will also discuss six important factors in determining a 
counselor’s effectiveness as a leader, coach and positive mentor. Learn leadership techniques that will 
help build self-esteem in every person under your direction. 
 



Keepin’ It Crafty 

PRESENTOR: Nicole Yost 

Nicole Yost has been a Recreation Supervisor for the Oak Lawn Park District FLASH Before & After School 

Program for 10 years, which currently has about 500 participants.  Nicole is the 2018 South Suburban 

Park and Recreation Professional Associations Young Professional of the Year. Nicole also has Day Camp 

experience working at the Alsip Park District for 6 years prior to Oak Lawn. Along with youth 

programming, Nicole has various experiences in youth athletics and special events and has a Bachelor's 

Degree in Recreation Management from Chicago State University. 

You can’t spell recreate without “create!”  This session is designed to provide employees a general 

knowledge of how to create a variety of fun crafts and activities that can be incorporated into any day 

camp program.  We will cover everything from nature, found object and recyclable crafts to science 

experiments and messy art projects.  Counselors will learn how to be resourceful when planning craft 

activities and will gain some hands on experience to help make the most of every camper’s experience. 

 

Budburst – Bringing Citizen Science into Camp 

PRESENTOR: Chicago Botanical Gardens  

Jessamine (Jessa) Finch has worked for Budburst since 2017, and became manager of the project in June 

2018. In 2019, Jessa completed a PhD in Plant Biology and Conservation at Northwestern University and 

Chicago Botanic Garden. Her dissertation research focused on milkweeds, seed biology, and climate 

change. Jessa has worked in botanic gardens for nearly a decade and is passionate about plant 

conservation, environmental education, and diversity in STEM. In her free time, Jessa enjoys listening to 

podcasts about design and exploring Chicago by bike.  

Your campers can contribute valuable data to a national research project simply by taking a walk and 

reporting what they see. The timing of plant life cycle events, like leafing out, flowering, and fruiting, is 

critical to the health of plant communities and ecosystems. These events are also highly sensitive to 

human impacts on the environment, like climate change. Become a citizen scientist and learn how to 

submit simple plant observations to Budburst (budburst.org). You can observe any plant, anywhere, like 

the maple tree in your front yard, or a wildflower you find on a hike. The compilation of plant 

observations from across the country will help researchers all over the world understand how plants and 

ecosystems are responding to environmental change. 

 

Seasoned Staff Potluck-Q and A Roundtable  

PRESNTOR: Park District Staff 

This session is for all returning summer staff members, so they can get the most beneficial training 

possible. Returning staff will be able to ask and discuss any questions they may have about summer 

camps. The Tinley Park Park District staff will be able to help and answer all possible questions. Have 

your staff ready with any questions and concerns.  



General Sessions III 

1:20pm-2:05pm 

Team Building Games 

PRESENTOR: Irons Oaks (Deb Stanfield and Kate Nelson) 

Deb Stanfield and Kate Nelson are staff members at the Iron Oaks Adventure Recreation Center. They 

have been working at the Iron Oaks center for many years. They both love working with children and are 

dedicated to enhancing social and natural communities through experiential educational services and 

projects, professional development opportunities, and community initiatives. 

Team building is an important part to summer camps. It is important to start the summer off right by 

everyone working together. This session will help participants learn different team building games and 

activities to help boost staff performance at summer camps.  

 

Games for Middle School 

PRESENTOR: Joe Vaccaro 

Joe Vacarro has been a summer camp counselor and is currently the Site Director for Teen Camp at the 

Tinley Park –Park District.  He attends school at Trinity Christian College for education. 

His interactive session will focus on games that older campers and Teen campers will enjoy.  We will 

teach a variety p games and offer some, fin twists on games to make them more challenging! 

 

Fostering STEAM through Imagination: Bigfoot at Camp 

PRESENTOR: Christy Renee 

Christy Graser is the Education Supervisor & Renee Oakley is the Facility Manager of Red Oak Nature 

Center of the Fox Valley Park District.  They have a combined 20 years of environmental education 

experience and teach all ages.  Both are C.I.G certified and have recently obtained their National 

Geographic Educators Certificate.  Using their knowledge they are responsible for the creation of 

programs that incorporate NGSS standards and the latest S.T.E.A.M techniques to create immersive and 

dynamic hands-on experiences for schools, camps, and family programming.  

Using mythical creatures like Bigfoot, unicorns, and fairies as topics, you can teach campers how science 

concepts can be used in any situation! We will discuss techniques to help you incorporate whimsy and 

imagination through "Bigfoot Breaks" "Hodag Hikes" and "Pukwudgie searches" that will help spark 

continued curiosity and a love for science. In this session you will walk away with simple techniques to 

apply to your own camps and decide if Bigfoot exists at your camp. 

 

 



LGTBQ Campers 

PRESENTOR: Nancy  

 

Difficult Conversations at Camp  

PRESENTOR: Jacqueline Canty 

Jacqueline Canty is the Special Recreation & Veteran Services Supervisor for the Oak Lawn Park District. 

This September, she will be with the agency for 19 years.  While her job includes running camps for kids, 

teens & adults with disabilities, overseeing staff, planning programming, and working with veterans with 

service connected disabilities, her favorite part of her job is behavior management.  Jacqueline has 

presented at national & state level conferences, bringing a no-nonsense approach to handling behaviors 

of kids & teens of all abilities.  In her free time, she loves spoiling her nieces & nephews and kissing her 

dog’s face off! 

It’s week five of camp and the staff is tired, the kids are bored and the parents are holding us at Disney 

Magic standards on the daily.  This session will help you understand your role in some difficult 

conversations with campers, co-workers, supervisors & parents of campers.  You will participate in role 

playing, questions & answers, and frequently seen conversations from years past.  You will laugh, swear 

the presenter must have worked at your camp before, and will get to ask the questions on topics that 

you don’t know where to begin with! 

Quick on their feet, fast back plans, flexibility – It’s Super Counselor! 

PRESENTOR: Tammy McMahon 

Tammy McMahon is the Inclusion Manager for South Suburban Special Recreation Association.  She has 

been with the agency for more than 20 years, starting as a camp Recreation Leader in college.  When she 

joined the agency full-time in 2005, she started as the part-time staff manager for 7 years.  Then she 

moved to overseeing day camp and Special Olympics for 6 years.  For the past year, she has been in 

charge of Inclusion, Community Outreach, and a Veteran’s fitness program.   

In today’s summer camps, staff have to be flexible with campers and families, quick thinking on their 

feet, and have a library of games or activities.  Whether you are the Camp Supervisor or a Recreation 

Leader, camp counselors need these three items in their backpack of tricks!  During this session, we will 

talk about the importance of the three traits, how and when you may need to use them, and how they 

actually can impact your future careers.   

Stay aware -Helping campers deal with dangerous behaviors 

PRESENTOR: Samantha Bishop  

Samantha Bishop have been a police officer for 5 years and a DARE Officer for 2. I have lived in Tinley my 

entire life, worked for the TP Park District at the pool during college and look forward to being a part of 

this event!  

The main topics I will discuss are the substances we see young teens partaking in most often; vaping, 

alcohol, cannabis, curiosity about illegal drugs.  



General Sessions IV 

2:15pm-3:00pm 

Team Building Games 

PRESENTOR: Irons Oaks (Deb Stanfield and Kate Nelson) 

Deb Stanfield and Kate Nelson are staff members at the Iron Oaks Adventure Recreation Center. They 

have been working at the Iron Oaks center for many years. They both love working with children and are 

dedicated to enhancing social and natural communities through experiential educational services and 

projects, professional development opportunities, and community initiatives. 

Team building is an important part to summer camps. It is important to start the summer off right by 

everyone working together. This session will help participants learn different team building games and 

activities to help boost staff performance at summer camps.  

 

Games for Middle School 

PRESENTOR: Joe Vaccaro 

Joe Vacarro has been a summer camp counselor and is currently the Site Director for Teen Camp at the 

Tinley Park –Park District.  He attends school at Trinity Christian College for education. 

His interactive session will focus on games that older campers and Teen campers will enjoy.  We will 

teach a variety p games and offer some, fin twists on games to make them more challenging! 

 

Fostering STEAM through Imagination: Bigfoot at Camp 

PRESENTOR: Christy Renee 

Christy Graser is the Education Supervisor & Renee Oakley is the Facility Manager of Red Oak Nature 

Center of the Fox Valley Park District.  They have a combined 20 years of environmental education 

experience and teach all ages.  Both are C.I.G certified and have recently obtained their National 

Geographic Educators Certificate.  Using their knowledge they are responsible for the creation of 

programs that incorporate NGSS standards and the latest S.T.E.A.M techniques to create immersive and 

dynamic hands-on experiences for schools, camps, and family programming.  

Using mythical creatures like Bigfoot, unicorns, and fairies as topics, you can teach campers how science 

concepts can be used in any situation! We will discuss techniques to help you incorporate whimsy and 

imagination through "Bigfoot Breaks" "Hodag Hikes" and "Pukwudgie searches" that will help spark 

continued curiosity and a love for science. In this session you will walk away with simple techniques to 

apply to your own camps and decide if Bigfoot exists at your camp. 

 

 



Bullying Among Campers 

PRESENTOR: Rocco Merlo 

Officer Rocco Merlo (Alsip Police Department) 14 years in Law Enforcement.  Currently assigned to 

Investigations and is the Crime Prevention Officer.  Officer Merlo specializes in the following areas: 

Evidence Technician, Elderly Service Officer, Crime Free Multi Housing Instructor, CPTED Certified, Child 

Passenger Seat Inspector, ALICE Instructor, and Certified LE Security Assessment Specialist. 

This presentation will give you safe ideas on how to deal with bullying and angry parents.  We will 

discuss communication strategies and verbal judo techniques used to diffuse situations before they 

spiral out of control.   

 

LGTBQ Campers 

PRESENTOR: Nancy  

 

 

Quick on their feet, fast back plans, flexibility – It’s Super Counselor! 

PRESENTOR: Tammy McMahon 

Tammy McMahon is the Inclusion Manager for South Suburban Special Recreation Association.  She has 

been with the agency for more than 20 years, starting as a camp Recreation Leader in college.  When she 

joined the agency full-time in 2005, she started as the part-time staff manager for 7 years.  Then she 

moved to overseeing day camp and Special Olympics for 6 years.  For the past year, she has been in 

charge of Inclusion, Community Outreach, and a Veteran’s fitness program.   

In today’s summer camps, staff have to be flexible with campers and families, quick thinking on their 

feet, and have a library of games or activities.  Whether you are the Camp Supervisor or a Recreation 

Leader, camp counselors need these three items in their backpack of tricks!  During this session, we will 

talk about the importance of the three traits, how and when you may need to use them, and how they 

actually can impact your future careers.   

 

Stay aware -Helping campers deal with dangerous behaviors 

PRESENTOR: Samantha Bishop  

Samantha Bishop have been a police officer for 5 years and a DARE Officer for 2. I have lived in Tinley my 

entire life, worked for the TP Park District at the pool during college and look forward to being a part of 

this event!  

The main topics I will discuss are the substances we see young teens partaking in most often; vaping, 

alcohol, cannabis, curiosity about illegal drugs.  


